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Project and Evaluation 
As more children fill primary schools with the hope of future education, a pressing question confronts policymakers: how quickly should we expand access to secondary education? Secondary education is likely to do more than primary school to improve important outcomes like long-term earnings and health. At the same time, the gross enrolment rate in Ghana drops by almost 45 percentage points between junior high school and senior high school, perhaps due to the fact that secondary school is substantially more expensive. To answer this pressing policy question, IPA is working in collaboration with the Government of Ghana to examine:
(1) The extent to which financial costs are a barrier to secondary school enrolment.

Theory of Change as a traditional research assumption


EXERCISE 1
Discuss why a qualitative research methodology would enhance this research project.
Objective: Participants will share their thoughts of what they learned during the lecture about what kind of information a qualitative methodology could explore to improve and complement the data that can best answer the research problems.

The kind of information you can get using Qualitative Research
 (
Gender Role Issues
: girls have to work in house du
ties, take care of younger kids
)

 (
Boys have to work to help the household income
)	



 (
There are fewer
 secondary schools
 and are far away
, it takes more time to get to school
)





Tasks:
· What kind of questions can we get from the Qualitative perspective? 
· In which stage of the process of research will you use the Qualitative Research? (Design, Implementation, after baseline, during follow-up, in the final line)

	· Suggestions:
Is it just a financial cost the barrier to enroll to secondary school?
Do families perceive the long-term benefits of getting higher education?
Are the scholarships really reaching the students and/or those that need them the most?
Are the children required to insert themselves in other activities to help the household duties/income?
· Insert unexpected scenarios like: because of corruption at schools grants don’t always get to the students, maybe teachers ask for bribes to give out the scholarships, there are two different ethnic groups with ancestral rivality assisting to the same school, and others.




Key points to emphasize:
· Strength of qualitative research: unearth local perspectives of the benefits and costs of secondary school enrolment 
· Reveal cultural issues, for instance: gender roles, ethnicity and religious beliefs.

Material: Paper sheets, pencils.
Duration: 15 minutes.
Qualitative methodology research could introduce insights about the everyday life of families where not always financial and economic issues have the most weight to make decisions about education. There are some cultural topics that could be affecting the enrolment to secondary school such as values, behaviors, gender roles, ethnicity, religion, cultural beliefs, socioeconomic status and other “human side” issues, often contradictory, that we wouldn´t be able to track just through quantitative methods. Then, a qualitative methodology could be a way to provide complex textual descriptions of how people experience some intangible factors that we could only perceive through a personal experience lived inside of the perspectives of a specific community. 



EXERCISE 2
Design a brief methodology to insert qualitative data collection in this research project. Likewise provide an example of a specific instrument you would use to collect qualitative data. And determine in which phase of the research project you would insert this method.
Objective: Describe a Qualitative research process applied to the questions about the GSEP Project in Ghana. The participants in this exercise would choose the steps and instruments they may use to better answer the research questions.
Tasks:
· Describe a Qualitative research process.
	· Suggestions:
1. Participative observation at one school and with two families of that school at their community. In-depth interviews with key informants of families and community. Focus Group with parents at school.




Material:  Paper sheets, pencils.
Duration: 20 minutes.
Key points to emphazise:
· Which phase of the project? Before the survey to get information that could improve the questionnaire. After the survey to get insights that could sharpen the information collected.
· Participant observation could be useful to reveal community dynamics that wouldn´t be otherwise declare using another instrument like in-depth interviews or focus groups.
· In-depth interviews could generate a more personal atmosphere to get information that locals wouldn’t be otherwise feel like to share in more public spaces.
· Focus groups could get information about diverse opinions, local group norms and how they interact.
First of all participants would need to determine the questions they would like to answer using a qualitative methodology. Then, participants may develop a process that could start visiting a community where they could contact some key informants and start applying the instrument of participant observation. After being in a process of adapting and introducing themselves to the everyday life of the community, they may identify some other key informants that could provide relevant information to answer the research questions. They could arrange some in-depth interviews with those relevant informants. Once collected the necessary information through in-depth interviews participants could also think about organizing a focus group with the same persons already interviewed or some other people of the community that could be seen as relevant informants for the purpose of the research.
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